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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 

eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 2/13/09 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-12 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 12 is objected to irnder 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. Claim 12 states the same limitations amended to claim 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 8-10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kumagai et al., US 6,404,981. 

In regard to claim 8, by Kumagai et al., US 6,404,981, discloses an image pickup 
apparatus comprising: 

a lens barrel (see figure 1, element 4); 

an image pickup device (see figure 3, element 21) for converting an object 
image into an electrical signal; 

an image display unit (see figure 5, element 11); 

an exterior member (see figure 5, element 2) comprising fi-ont (see figure 
5, element 2a) and rear covers (see figure 5, element 2b), each extending from a 
first side to a second side of the apparatus; and 

a chassis (see figure 5, element 42) being disposed at least between said 
lens barrel and said image display unit, extending fi-om the first side to the second 
side of the apparatus, 

wherein said chassis comprises first bent portions (see figure 5, element 
42b and 42c) positioned at opposing ends of said chassis, fixed to the front and 
rear covers of the exterior member by a plurality of fixing members (see figure 5, 
element (see figure 5, element 44) formed on the first bent portions in order to fix 
said chassis to said exterior member, and a second bent portion (see figure 5, 
element 42d) formed between the first bent portions; and 
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wherein said second bent portion is formed in an area other than an area 
between said lens barrel and said image display unit (see figure 5: the second bent 
portion (42d) is on the right side of the camera whereas the lens and display is on 
the right). 

In regard to claim 9, by Kumagai et al., US 6,404,981, discloses the image pickup 
apparatus according to Claim 8, further comprising a recording-medium accommodating 
unit (see figure 5, element 32), wherein said recording-medium accommodating unit is 
located in a space formed between one of the first bent portions and the second bent 
portion (see figure 5: the recording medium accommodating unit (42) in located between 
the first bent portions (42b and 42c)). 

In regard to claim 10, by Kumagai et al., US 6,404,981, discloses the image 
pickup apparatus according to Claim 9, wherein said recording-medium accommodating 
unit is covered by a covered portion (see figure 5, element 7) which is located between 
one of the first bent portions and the second bent portion of said chassis and is facing said 
exterior member (see figure 5: the covered portion (7) in located between the first bent 
portions (42b and 42c)). 

In regard to claim 12, by Kumagai et al., US 6,404,981, discloses the image 
pickup apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said second bent portion is formed in an 
area other than an area between said lens barrel and said image display unit (see figure 5 : 
the second bent portion (42d) is on the right side of the camera whereas the lens and 
display is on the right). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the im ention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the stibject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kumagai et 
al., US 6,404,981, in view of Silverbrook, US 2005/0088527. 

In regard to claim 11, Kumagai et al., US 6,404,981, discloses an image pickup 
apparatus according to Claim 9. The Kumagai reference does not disclose further 
comprising a battery accommodating unit, wherein said recording-medium 
accommodating unit is fixed to said battery accommodating unit. However, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have a battery accommodating unit to 
hold a battery to power the camera. 

Silverbrook, US 2005/0088527, discloses a camera with a battery accommodating 
unit (see figure 4, element 53), wherein said recording-medium accommodating unit (see 
figure 4, element 39) is fixed to said battery accommodating unit. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Kumagai et al., US 6,404,981, in view of 
Silverbrook, US 2005/0088527, to have a battery accommodating unit, wherein said 
recording-medium accommodating unit is fixed to said battery accommodating unit, in 
order to power the hold a battery to power the camera and save space and cost by making 
the two accommodating imit together. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GEVELL SELBY whose telephone number is (571)272-7369. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday oflE). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on 571-272-7372. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

gvs 

/Gevell Selby/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



